
Firgrove Elementary students Hunter Haggard and Zyahna Patea 
practice letter sounds with help from Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Cecilia Dunn.

continued on page 6

Firgrove teacher helps students become better readers

Secondary Teacher of the Year Tom Spane, who is also the school’s 
Associated Student Body (ASB) adviser, discusses an upcoming 
school dance with  ASB President Bradley Tate and Secretary Emma 
Miller.

The lessons Tom Spane teaches students 
go far beyond understanding 19th and 
20th century world history. They also go 
deeper than learning how to plan a spirit 
week or organize a successful school 
dance.

“He actually teaches students what it 
means to be a leader, how to be a leader, 
and how to lead by example … his stu-
dents learn what it means to show service 
before self,” said fellow Aylen Junior 
High teacher Amanda Warring.

Spane, who has spent his entire 29-year 
teaching career in Puyallup, is this year’s 
Puyallup School District Secondary 
Teacher of the Year.

Colleagues jumped to their feet and 
cheered when Superintendent Tony 
Apostle made the surprise announcement 

during an all-staff meeting at the school. 
Many of the same educators stood and ap-
plauded him during a Teacher of the Year 
recognition at the April 9 Puyallup School 
Board meeting.

“Tom Spane is a dedicated teacher who is 
well respected, well liked, and an inspi-
ration to those around him,” Principal 
Christine Moloney told the board. “He is 
an educator who has a heart for others … 
his classroom is warm and welcoming and 
is a place where students are set up for 
success.”

Spane teaches ninth grade social stud-
ies and leadership, in addition to serving 
as the school’s Associated Student Body 
(ASB) adviser. He is often one of the fi rst 
to arrive on campus and the last to leave 
as he helps students plan and carry out 

continued on page 6

Aylen Junior High teacher is an 
educator with ‘a heart for others’
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Ninth straight 
perfect audit

Stewart garden 
is under way 73 4

Less than a year ago, second grader 
Elliot Ralston considered reading a chore 
and complained to his mother of feeling 
discouraged and frustrated.

Today, Ralston is mastering chapter 
books, scoring higher on reading compre-
hension tests, and improving in other core 
academic subjects like math because he 
is able to read directions on assignments 
and tests.

“He has improved so dramatically this 
year,” said his mother, Jill. “Best of all, he 
wants to read.”

She credits his marked improvement 
to the efforts of Cecilia Dunn, a Title I 
teacher at Firgrove Elementary. Dunn 
works one-on-one and in small groups 
with students throughout the school to 
help them become better readers.

“He just adores working with her,” Jill 
said. “It’s his favorite time of day. She 
makes the time interesting and exciting, 
not busywork.”

Dunn’s work with children has earned 
her this year’s Elementary Teacher of 
the Year in the Puyallup School District. 
Her name will be submitted to the Puget 
Sound Educational Service District to be 
considered for the regional Teacher of the 
Year program. 

A veteran teacher, Dunn came to Firgrove 
Elementary in 1992 — fi rst as a classroom 

teacher and the past three years as the 
Title I teacher.

Before coming to Firgrove, she taught 
second grade at Stewart Elementary and 
fourth grade at Brouillet Elementary.

Dunn co-chairs the school’s literacy team 
with fi rst-grade teacher Sherrie Bakke, 
is a member of the Firgrove Elementary 
Comprehensive School Improvement Plan 
committee, and serves with Bakke and 
fi fth-grade teacher Jessica Johnson on the 

school district’s Reading Cadre.

The cadre, led by Director of Instructional 
Leadership Vince Pecchia, is made up 
of teachers who meet regularly to keep 
abreast of the latest research regarding 
reading interventions. They return to their 
schools to train colleagues about what 
they learn.

In November, Dunn earned one of the 
highest honors in the education profession 
when she was one of 34 Puyallup School 

District educators named as a national 
board-certifi ed teacher. 

Principal Char Krause said Dunn has “a 
passion for working with the school’s 
most at-risk learners and understands the 
importance of engaging families.”

Last fall, for example, Dunn, along with 
Assistant Principal Almai Malit-Idler, ini-
tiated a fi rst-grade lending library. A cart 
fi lled with age-appropriate library books 
is wheeled into fi rst-grade classrooms 
twice each week. Books are available for 
checkout in English and Spanish.

Students are invited to choose their favor-
ite books and keep them in book bags that 
they decorated at the start of the school 
year.

Dunn orders books for the lending library, 
oversees the program, and works with 
Title I team members to bring the lending 
library into fi rst-grade classrooms.

She also partnered with fi rst-grade teach-
ers last fall to host a literacy night for 
parents of fi rst graders. She introduced 
and explained the new lending library 
during the meeting, along with some basic 
comprehension strategies.

“I really want to encourage parents to read 
at home with their children,” Dunn said.
“We help the students fi nd a book that 
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First and foremost, I wish to congratulate 
the Class of 2011 high school graduates. 
I am optimistic and hopeful that they will 
reach their career goals and achieve suc-
cess at every turn on the road of life. I also 
believe that district staff has provided our 
graduates the necessary academic skills, 
given them emotional support, and devel-
oped their self-confi dence so they are pre-
pared for the complex challenges in their 
future. Graduation is truly “launch time” 
for our graduates to be propelled to new 
heights and exciting endeavors. For a par-
ent, however, providing the much-needed 
emotional and fi nancial support does not 
end with high school graduation. These 
new graduates will continue to seek paren-
tal advice and support as they encounter 
the challenges and fi nancial realities of 
independent adult life. It’s funny how the 
challenges ahead for our graduates look 
and feel today exactly like they did for us 
when we graduated.

As we come to a close of the school year, 
I am particularly proud of the progress we 
have made this year on our major strategic 
initiatives. Successful forward progress 
has been very much evident on numer-
ous committees: Counseling Services and 
Program Review, Alternative Education, 
Grade Level Confi guration, Strategic Vi-
sioning, Secondary Grading Practices, and 
Junior High School Honors Curriculum. 
While I am very proud of the community 
members and staff who have served on 
these valuable committees, another excit-
ing exploration is ahead with the recent 
school board action that commissioned the 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee 
(CFAC). In our continued commitment to 
better prepare the district for future gener-

ations of students, the CFAC will examine 
the need for expanded facilities at the high 
school level. Among the various questions 
to be answered are: Can and should the 
district build a fourth comprehensive high 
school on approximately 40 to 50-plus 
acres to house 1,800 students? The current 
capacity of Emerald Ridge High is approxi-
mately 1,500 students, while Puyallup and 
Rogers high schools can serve about 1,800 
students. If so, where would the new high 
school be located? Is there suitable land 
available and zoned for a public facility? At 
what cost? What are the infrastructure re-
quirements to support a fourth high school? 
Would Sparks Stadium be adequate to host 
South Puget Sound League athletic events 
for four comprehensive athletic programs? 
I am certain there are many more ques-
tions to be answered about the concept, 
advantages, and disadvantages of building 
a fourth high school.

Another scenario to be considered by the 
CFAC is the question about the under-uti-
lization of our existing high school facili-
ties. In order to avoid increasing property 
taxes by a voter-approved bond measure 
and to reduce district operating costs, is 
it possible to better manage daily high 
school schedules to maximize the number 

of available classrooms at some schools 
that sit vacant during each class period 
throughout the day? Is it possible for our 
high school schedules to be modifi ed to 
offer required and elective classes from 
6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. compared to the 
current 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. schedule?
 
If it is recommended that the notion 
of building a fourth high school is not 
possible due to our inability to locate 
or purchase 40 to 50 contiguous acres, 
excessive construction and land costs, or 
the inability to receive a 60 percent bond 
measure voter approval rating, what other 
options are available? One option might 
be to enlarge each of our three compre-
hensive high schools to accommodate 
up to 2,400 students. Would the voting 
community prefer and approve a fourth 
high school in lieu of building very large 
high school campuses? Or, would vot-
ers support approving a bond measure to 
expand the current high school facilities to 
create three high schools with a capacity 
to become among the largest high school 
student populations in the state?
 
Yes, we have been thinking, and these are 
just a few of our initial thoughts.

We are ending the school year hopeful for 
our graduates’ futures and excited about 
the excellent work that is taking place 
in our schools and classrooms through-
out our great school district. I hope the 
community continues to support the great 
work of our very deserving staff in the 
years ahead. Remember, it is never too 
late to reach out and thank a district staff 
member who is making a difference in the 
lives of our students.

The end of the school year is here — why 
does it seem as if they go by faster every 
year? It seems like we were welcoming 
new students last week. All the schools 
were busy this year improving student 
learning. 

There are many highlights that stand out 
for me this year.

Graduations are always a special time 
— seeing how the children of our friends 
and neighbors have grown and matured 
through the years. In addition, celebrat-
ing the 65 Outstanding Seniors and their 
hard work and accomplishments is always 
heartwarming.
 
We tasked our administration, staff, lo-
cal parents, and volunteers with multiple 
committees this year. Always with an 
eye on improving student achievement, 
these committees will continue to work, 
study, and discuss their various assign-
ments. The Grade Level Confi guration 
Committee is looking at the intrica-
cies of how and what a different grade 
alignment would look like and how it 
may improve student achievement. The 
Alternative Education Committee is 
looking at ways to improve opportuni-
ties for students needing an alternative 
school schedule and ways in which 
our schools would be used beyond the 
traditional school day. The Secondary 
Grading Practices Committee is inves-

tigating methods to make grading more 
consistent and meaningful throughout 
all secondary schools. The Counseling 
Services and Program Review Commit-
tee is identifying the needs of students 
and how to address them. This com-
mittee will cover all grade areas and 
regions of our district. The Citizens Fa-
cilities Advisory Committee has recently 
been recommissioned to look at facility 
needs throughout the district and how 
these facilities support student achieve-
ment. Lastly, the Strategic Visioning 
Committee is discussing what the school 
district should look like in 2020 and 
how student learning will be met.

Our district celebrated other achieve-
ments, ranging from athletic champion-

ships to academic victories, and from 
performance excellence to successful 
clubs and community service. Students 
and staff always strive to make improve-
ments — not just academically, but in the 
community. 

As always through this economic period, 
we are mindful of budgets and how state 
decisions affect us. Our budgetary plan-
ning process is in place to help direct 
the continual shortfall of money from 
the state, maximizing what we have 
while always looking to improve student 
achievement.

For the graduates and their families 
— congratulations. For everyone else, we 
can’t wait to see you in the fall.
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Celebrating our district achievements

Celebrating students and eyeing the future

Mt. View Elementary third grader Lauren Allen explains her science 
project to judges Otto Dobias (foreground) and Superintendent 
Tony Apostle.

Student scientists share research



Having a vision for what the world will be 
like in 2020 and then determining how to 
prepare students to be successful in that 
world have been at the core of discussions 
for the past fi ve months among a team of 
students, parents, educators, and commu-
nity members.

The Strategic Visioning Committee, 
led by facilitator and local consultant 
Tana Hasart, met once a month between 
January and May to develop a long-range 
strategic plan that will guide the district 
through the next decade.

The 50-plus members worked collec-
tively and in small groups to rework the 
district’s mission, vision, beliefs, and goal 
statements.

They also proposed several new goals for 
school board consideration around topics 
related to issues such as technology, diver-
sity, communication, and partnerships.

The committee’s recommendations are 
included in a report that was scheduled 
to be presented to the school board at its 
June 13 meeting.

Superintendent Tony Apostle and Puyallup 
School Board Vice President Pat Donovan 
attended the committee’s fi nal Vision 2020 
meeting last month and thanked members 
for their time and commitment. They pre-
sented a pin and a certifi cate of apprecia-
tion to each team member.

Apostle encouraged participants to stay 
involved in the school district and to 
hold its leaders accountable for following 
through on their recommendations.

“If we start to veer off course, we want to 
hear from you,” Apostle said.

After spending the fi rst two months 
crafting word changes to the mission and 
vision statements, the team spent much of 
the last two months reviewing and making 
suggested changes and additions to the 
belief statements and Strategic Directions 
— annual goals established by the school 
board.

Strategic Direction 1, for example, 
states, “We will realize increased student 
achievement in all schools.”

The committee recommends changing 
one of the board-approved goals associ-
ated with that Strategic Direction to more 
specifi cally address efforts to close the 
achievement gap.

The committee also discussed several 
new goals for the board to consider. They 
include, but are not limited to, the follow-
ing:
• Develop a plan to increase student 

technology skills at all grade levels.
• Implement a quality mentoring 

program for disenfranchised and low-

achieving students.
• Introduce foreign language and 

cultural studies at the elementary level.
• Identify measurable cultural 

competency skills; training staff, 
students, and families to realize and 
promote effective diversity practices.

• Plan strategies to strongly support 
identifi ed ethnic and cultural groups.

• Using multiple media, strengthen 
communications between schools, 
families, and the community.

• Develop measurable outcomes to 
monitor progress against district goals 
and initiatives.

• Promote community, business, and 
family partnerships in support of 
learning and program efforts.

Rogers High School junior Sydney Nor-
ris is one of eight high school students 
who served on the team. Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, and Walker high school students 
also participated.

Having a student voice on the committee 
has been important, she said, “because 
adults may not have the same perspective 
that I have as a student.”

Norris said she is especially interested 
in making sure students stay current in 
technology skills. “Nowadays technology 
is huge, and students need to know how to 
use it.”

She added, “It’s been great to have the op-
portunity to be here and be able to partici-
pate. I enjoyed the diversity of everyone’s 
thoughts and their backgrounds.”

Parents of students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade may register their 
children for school every Wednesday 
between July 13 and August 3 at the 
Puyallup School District’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

The district will register students be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on July 13, 20, 
and 27, and on August 3.

Registration will be located in the 
Pioneer Room at the Education Service 
Center, 302 Second St. S.E. (on the 
corner of Meridian Street and Pioneer 
Avenue).

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record, a 
birth certifi cate, and proof of address 
such as a lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two 
through six, parents should bring the 
child’s immunization record, a last 
report card, and proof of address such as 
a lease agreement or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immuniza-
tions are on the school district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. For more 
information about elementary registra-
tion, call (253) 841-8796.

Elementary 
registration July 13 
to August 3

Calendar dates for the 2011-12 school 
year, including the fi rst day of school, 
Thanksgiving break, and winter and 
spring breaks, are posted to the district 
website. Click the Calendars icon at the 
top of the Home page.

2011-12 calendar 
dates on website
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District earns ninth straight perfect audit

Vision 2020 team recommends goals for the next decade

Rogers High School student Esther Cho, one of eight students who 
served on this year’s Strategic Visioning Committee, uses sticky dots 
to mark goals she feels are important for the district to accomplish 
through the year 2020.

For the ninth straight year, the Puyallup 
School District has received a perfect state 
audit report.

The Auditor’s Offi ce recently released its 
fi nancial review of how the district re-
ceived and spent its money in the 2009-10 
school year. Every school district state-
wide is audited by the state each year.

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial practices and complies 
with state laws and regulations, as well as 
its own policies and procedures, to protect 
taxpayers’ interests.

The annual audit focuses on the district’s 
fi nancial statements and on specifi c areas 
that have the potential for abuse and mis-
use of public resources, including Associ-
ated Student Body (ASB) fund-raisers, 
cash receipting, and student stores.

This year, the audit also examined areas 
such as federal grants, Title I and special 
education funding, and compliance with 

The district’s seven junior high school 
ASB accounts, for example, brought in 
more than $580,000 during this audit peri-
od. The three comprehensive high schools 
reported nearly $2 million in revenue.

Ferrucci Junior High was one of the 
schools that did an especially accurate 
job with its reporting, Marcoe said. The 
school reported $77,432 in revenue.

“They are very organized and have a good 
understanding of ASB laws,” Marcoe 
said. She gave special commendation to 
Offi ce Manager Pam Heath, who she said 
ensures that students and staff follow poli-
cies and procedures.

When new ASB offi cers are elected, for 
example, Heath said she meets with the 
incoming treasurer to educate him or her 
about documentation required for events 
and activities.

A fund-raiser packet must be fi lled out 
each time students plan such an event, she 

said, and the ASB treasurer is responsible 
for co-signing purchase orders and refund 
checks. 

Stevie Della-Giustina, this year’s ASB 
treasurer, said students work hard to be 
accurate in their budgeting and reporting. 
“It’s very important, because we get au-
dited by the state,” the ninth grader said.

Tammy Bigelow, the state’s assistant audit 
manager for this region, commended 
the district on its nine consecutive clean 
audits. 

“The district has always been extremely 
helpful and very responsive to what we 
suggest,” she said. 

In a report to the school board, Execu-
tive Director of Business Services John 
Knutson said the audit is the result of the 
efforts of employees at all levels through-
out the district. “To achieve nine years 
without a fi nding is an extraordinary ac-
complishment,” Knutson said. 

Ferrucci Junior High Offi ce Manager Pam Heath (second from left) 
reviews proper record keeping for school fund-raisers with this year’s 
Associated Student Body offi cers and their adviser, Deirdre Davis.

“To achieve nine years without 
a fi nding is an extraordinary 
accomplishment.”

John Knutson

laws concerning open public meetings and 
confl ict of interest.

ASB fund-raisers are one of the high-
risk areas because of the high volume of 
cash generated and the number of times 
money changes hands between an event 
and the time the money is deposited, said 
Laura Marcoe, director of accounting and 
purchasing.

Annual fund-raisers range from magazine 
drives and volleyball-a-thons to money 
collected for Pennies for Patients and 
other charitable organizations.



With shiny red trowels in their hands and 
aprons tied around their waists, the mo-
ment the second graders had been waiting 
months for had fi nally arrived.

Dirt scattered in the air as the young 
gardeners dug their pointed tools deep into 
the new Stewart Elementary garden and 
then scooped up mounds of soil to create 
a hole. 

The young gardeners continued digging 
until they created holes big enough to fi t 
fl owering strawberry and leafy cabbage 
plants.

Shrieks of excitement fi lled the new 
Stewart Elementary garden when stu-
dents shouted that they had unearthed a 
worm. While some picked up the slippery 
creatures for a closer look, others focused 
intently on the task at hand.

They used their hands to carefully loosen 
the tangled plant roots, just like their 
teacher, Jenai Ellison, had taught them. 
Then, they gently eased the plants into 

Students honor 
cultures through art

Stewart Elementary garden plants seeds of knowledge

when they are done growing, we can eat 
them,” Austin Aragon said with a big 
smile. “I can’t wait.”

Classmate Taylor Smith-Quintana said 
she had the most fun breaking up the plant 
roots before putting them in the dirt. “We 
got to hold the roots and squish them,” she 
said. “It was fun.”

How does your garden grow?

The new organic garden provides a hands-
on environment to teach students about 
gardening, nutrition, agriculture, nature, 
recycling, and science, said Shawn Harris, 
treasurer of the Stewart Elementary PTA 
and co-chair of the garden project.

The “Room 2 Grow” garden opened 
last fall with the introduction of raised 
garden beds, a sprinkler system, a donated 
greenhouse, a chain link fence enclosure, 
mats to control the growth of weeds, and a 
gravel walkway.

The 80-foot by 30-foot garden is on the 
corner of 5th Street N.E. and 2nd Avenue 
N.E.

Raised garden beds are home to cabbage, 
snap peas, and French beans. Wooden 
barrels hold tulip bulbs, blueberry bushes, 
and strawberry plants, and grape vines 
wind their way along a chain link fence.

Last month, the PTA ordered apple trees 
that grow tall and thin like a pole, Harris 
said, as well as blackberries and bushes to 
attract pollinating bees.

Plans are to plant herbs, including lav-
ender, mint, rosemary, and bay laurel, as 
well as vegetables including zucchini, 
carrots, corn, and potatoes.

A large section of a 15-foot by 20-foot 
plot on the northeast corner of the garden 
will transform into a pumpkin patch this 
fall, Harris said. The school may sell 

pumpkins as a garden fund-raiser.

Long-term plans include adding a themed 
garden, such as a pizza garden, where the 
herbs, fruits, and vegetables grown can be 
used as pizza toppings. 

Students and parent volunteers will be 
responsible for tending to the garden and 
harvesting the plants over summer, she 
said. A sprinkler system will automatically 
keep the garden watered.

Lessons to learn

A worm farm with 
see-through Plexiglas 
siding sits on the 
northwest side of the 
garden to support sci-
entifi c inquiry, lessons 
about composting, 
and other learning, 
Harris said.

Earlier this fall, for 
example, Ellison 
presented a short 
unit about compost-
ing to her second 
graders. She handed 
each student a worm 
with some leaves and 
sticks, invited them 
to observe what they 
saw, and then had 
them add the items to 
the worm farm.

Students are also 
learning about recycling and how food 
waste contributes to garden compost, Har-
ris said.

School salad bar waste is recycled daily 
and bagged for Harris and her co-chair, 
Melinda Jobst, to pick up every Friday. 
Some of the waste is dumped into the 
school’s worm farm and the rest into 
compost bins at their homes. A compost 

bin will eventually be moved to the school 
garden site.

“The biggest thing about this garden project 
is teaching students where food comes from 
and what it looks like,” Harris said. “The 
whole food cycle is a learning experience.”

Project donations

A $1,000 donation from the school PTA, 
as well as several community donations, 
provided the initial setup funds and mate-
rials for the garden. 

Community partners also include those 
who donated topsoil, pea gravel, compost, 
volunteer time, and a 6-foot by 8-foot 
fi berglass greenhouse to store gardening 
supplies and support the growth of seed-
lings and other plant-related classroom 
science projects.

This summer, Cub Scout Pack 551 plans 
to build and install two wooden picnic 
tables with benches to be used for class-
room instruction on one end of the garden.

The scouts already helped this year by 
weeding and spreading dirt in the gar-
den plot, as well as building teepee-style 
stakes out of twigs to support peas and 
beans in the raised beds.
 
Other gardens districtwide

The new Stewart Elementary organic gar-
den joins several others in schools around 
the district.

Puyallup High Cu-
linary Arts students, 
for example, planted 
an herb garden this 
year, and Wildwood 
Elementary is in the 
early stages of a new 
community garden 
project.

Northwood Elemen-
tary is working with 
the city on a wetland 
buffer, and Karshner 
Elementary is plan-
ning a rain garden.

Long-time garden 
projects include an 
Interactive Science 
Courtyard at Meeker 
Elementary, where 
kindergartners plant 
fl owers and vegeta-
bles each spring. The 

food is harvested by incoming kindergart-
ners every fall.

Additionally, for more than 20 years, 
Waller Road Elementary second grad-
ers have walked across the street to 
the Waller Road Grange each spring 
to plant vegetables and flowers. They 
return as third graders in fall to harvest 
their crops.

the holes and supported the tender crowns 
with dirt.

Some students learned that gardening isn’t 
as easy as it looks. Several had to apply 
extra pressure on their trowels to loosen 
dirt that had become compacted.

“You have to dig deep before you can get 
the perfect hole,” said 7-year-old Shantia 
Simon. 

By the time the students fi nished planting, 
rows of cabbage plants fi lled the raised 
beds and strawberry plants peeked out 
from under fl owering yellow tulips in 
wooden barrels.

“I like planting the strawberries because 

Second graders in Jenai Ellison’s class at Stewart Elementary plant 
strawberry and cabbage plants in the school’s new organic garden.

Stewart Elementary students 
Quentin Farrar and Alexia Nelson 
plant strawberries.

Students in kindergarten through grade 
12 celebrated cultural awareness through 
artwork, essays, poems, read-alouds, and 
student presentations and performances 
during this year’s Honoring Cultures 
Diversity Celebration at the Spring Fair.

Photos (from left): Sunrise 
Elementary sixth graders use 
Tubano drums to perform “Get 
Down and Play the Drum,” 
under the direction of Coralie 
Gustafson. Wildwood Elementary 
student Jasmine Palmer shows 
off her artwork. 

Teacher Jenai Ellison teaches 
students how to use a trowel.
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Record high number of students honored
Varsity letter in community service

Student artwork representing kinder-
garten through grade 12 is on display 
through July at the Offi ce of the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) 
in Olympia.

The exhibit features 13 pieces of Puyal-
lup School District artwork — one from 
each grade level — and is displayed in 
the OSPI Executive Conference Room. 

Student art on 
display in Olympia

Board honors 65 
Outstanding Seniors
Each year, the school board honors 
outstanding seniors from Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker 
high schools. 

The names of the 65 honorees, and 
photos of last month’s board recogni-
tion, are on the school district website.

The student work addresses the state’s 
Essential Academic Learning Require-
ments as they relate to one or more of 
the arts elements.

To view the artwork on display, contact 
Karen Conway, executive assistant in 
OSPI executive services, at karen.con-
way@k12.wa.us. Photos of the display 
and names of the student artists are on 
the school district website. 

Kalles Junior High seventh 
grader Anthony Townley-Kelley 
is one of 13 artists whose work 
is on display in Olympia.

A record number of Puyallup School 
District students earned their varsity letter 
in community service this year through the 
United Way of Pierce County.

The 145 students served a combined 
33,387 hours of community service. They 
represent Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and 
Rogers high schools, as well as Aylen, 
Edgemont, Ferrucci, Glacier View, and 
Kalles junior high schools.

Puyallup School District students make 
up more than a third of the 408 students 
across Pierce County who received the 
award this year. The district recorded the 
most varsity letter recipients countywide.

Students were honored last month during 
a United Way Youth United reception in 
Tacoma.

The United Way presented certifi cates and 
varsity letters to 60 students from Rogers 
High, 47 from Emerald Ridge High, and 
38 from Puyallup High.

“Your schools have done a fabulous job 
of embracing this program and connecting 
your students with community opportu-

nities,” said Bethany Opstedal, Youth 
United program manager with the United 
Way of Pierce County.

Seven Puyallup School District students 
also were selected to receive one of 19 
Willie Stewart Community Service Schol-
arships.

Ryley Reynolds, a senior 
at Emerald Ridge High, 
won this year’s top award 
— a $2,500 scholarship.

Other scholarship winners 
are Emerald Ridge High 
students Melissa Horton, 
Carly Wilczynski, and Bil-
liemarie Klein, and Rogers 
High students Nolan 
Burger, Steffi  Goreczny, 
and Jaspreet Kaur.

This is the 10th anniver-
sary of the Varsity Letter 
in Community Service 
program. 

Chenille varsity letters, 
just like those awarded 

for participation in athletics or music, 
are given to students who do community 
service. Students may earn community 
service bars in subsequent years.

Projects range from mentoring students 
and organizing fund-raisers, to collecting 
toys for children in need and helping at 
area food banks. 

To qualify for a letter, students in grades 
nine through 12 are required to volunteer 
with at least one school-related project 
and at least one community-oriented proj-
ect totaling 145 hours or more of service.
The hours must be completed between 
April 1 and March 31.

The Varsity Letter in Community Service 
program started in Pierce County in the 
2001-02 school year with seven recipients 
from fi ve schools.

The names of this year’s 145 Puyallup 
School District Varsity Letter in Commu-
nity Service recipients are on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

To learn more about the program, visit the 
United Way of Pierce County website at 
www.uwpc.org/youthunited.htm.

Kalles Junior High students collected more than 1,000 warm clothing 
items last winter to donate to St. Francis House for people in need.

Emerald Ridge High students (from left) Carly 
Wilczynski, Ryley Reynolds, and 2010 graduate 
Anna Payton, volunteer at the Puyallup South 
Hill Rotary hot dog cart.
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State recognizes Ballou for closing the achievement gap
Ballou Junior High is one of three junior 
high or middle schools in the state rec-
ognized for closing the achievement gap 
between white students and minorities.

The school’s success is based on seventh-
grade reading, writing, and math scores 
on state-mandated tests between 2006 
and 2009.

The distance, or gap, between the percent 
of white students who met or exceeded 
state standards in those subjects and the 
minorities who did the same is minimal, 
said Principal Krista Bates.

The study compared the performance of 
white students with fi ve minority groups: 
Latino, Pacifi c Islander, Asian American, 
Native American, and African American 
students, Bates said. About 70 percent of 
Ballou Junior High students are white.

“No matter what color students are or 
what ethnicity they are, their test scores 
are similar,” she said.

Because of its success in closing the 
achievement gap, the state named Ballou 
Junior High a “lead school” this year as 
part of its School to School program.

The program, coordinated by the Offi ce 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, pairs schools that have made signifi -
cant progress in closing the achievement 
gap with schools that are striving to do 
the same.

Kellogg Middle School in Shoreline, 
which serves seventh and eighth graders, 
was selected as a “partner school” after a 
competitive grant process.

Lead teams made up of about a dozen staff 
members and students from both schools 
toured each other’s campuses earlier this 
year.

“The chance to see another junior high 
or middle school is not something junior 

high students usually get to experience,” 
said Brenna Cope, one of nine students 
in grades seven and eight selected to tour 
Kellogg Middle School. “This opened my 
eyes to see how other schools do things.”

Both schools also completed a self-assess-
ment, focusing on what is or is not work-
ing to help students be successful. 

The assessment included a survey of staff, 
as well as a sampling of some students 

and parents, about student achievement 
and the school environment.

“We found that our success is really a feel-
ing on our campus — a feeling of pride 
in how students feel about their teachers, 
themselves, and each other,” Bates said. 
“We are a value-driven school.”

She continued, “Students feel safe here, 
they feel they can go to their teachers or 
another adult for academic or personal 
help, and they feel their teachers believe 
in them.”

Teacher Darren Erath added, “There’s 
a saying: the kids don’t care how much 
you know until they know how much you 
care,” he said. “That depicts what Ballou 
is all about.”

Ballou Junior High students are immersed 
in PRIDE principles beginning with their 
fi rst day in seventh grade. PRIDE stands 
for Persistence, Respect, Integrity, Deter-
mination, and Excellence.

Students are reminded of PRIDE in 
posters that line the school walls and on 
rubber wristbands that are presented to 
students each fall in classes and at school 
assemblies.

Values are also emphasized in the school’s 
Word of the Week (WOW) program. A 
teacher selects a value as the word of the 

Ballou Junior High teacher Darren Erath (front left) tosses a soft 
basketball to a student whose hand is raised to answer a question. He 
and Marcus Yoder (front right) combine classes to team teach.



matches their interests and reading level. 
The book series stresses lap reading, in 
which the parent reads one side of the 
book and the child reads the other.”

Dunn continued her outreach to Firgrove 
Elementary families by facilitating four 
instructional nights this year to educate 
parents about phonics and provide infor-
mation about how they can support their 
children with learning to read at home.

“Cecilia sat side by side with parents 
creating a sense of community and trust,” 
Krause said.

Her efforts to improve literacy also 
include supporting the school’s Walk-
to-Read program, in which students are 
grouped for reading instruction accord-
ing to instructional needs. In some cases, 
students walk from their main classroom 
to another classroom for reading time.

Dunn discusses student progress with 
teachers and specialists, including those 
who work with English Language Learn-
ers and students in special education to 
help determine the Walk-to-Read instruc-
tion and curriculum. The team meets 
monthly to evaluate student performance 
and determine the best program placement.

“Cecilia consistently goes above and 
beyond what is expected of her in her job 
to provide support to the students and 
families of Firgrove Elementary School’s 
diverse population,” said Title I paraedu-
cator Wendy Lacombe.

Dunn is quick to say that the success of 
improving student literacy at Firgrove 
Elementary does not rest with her alone. 
It’s a team effort that involves the entire 

staff, she said, including administrators, 
teachers, and the Title I department.

The Title I team focuses on fi ve components 
of reading instruction: phonics, fl uency, 
vocabulary, comprehension, and teaching 
students to hear, identify, and manipulate 
individual sounds in spoken words. 

Educators draw from an extensive collec-
tion of research-based reading interven-

tions, which are used across the district to 
help students improve reading skills.

“I truly believe that all children can learn 
and achieve success,” Dunn said.

On a recent morning, Dunn, a mother of a 
second grader and a preschooler, worked 
with two kindergartners to help them dif-
ferentiate between words that begin with 
the letters “c,” “q,” “p,” and “y.”

The students selected an item from a table, 
said the name of the object aloud, and then 
dropped the item in a plastic container 
marked with the letter that corresponded 
with the fi rst letter of the object selected. 
A plastic car, for example, matched the 
container labeled with the letter “c.”

“Cecilia can bring any child out of their 
shell and help them fi nd confi dence in 
themselves with their reading,” said 
kindergarten teacher Nina Bronoske. “She 
has a fantastic way of fi nding out exactly 
how to best teach each child so he or she 
will succeed.”

Dunn said her job is especially reward-
ing at this time of year, because students 
like Elliot Ralston start to see their suc-
cess after nearly a year of working on 
reading skills.

“They start to see themselves as read-
ers,” she said, “and they are so much 
more confi dent in themselves. It’s an 
exciting time.” 

Teacher of the Year 
Cecilia Dunn
continued from page 1

Puyallup School Board President Cindy Poysnick (left) and 
Superintendent Tony Apostle join Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Cecilia Dunn.

schoolwide events and activities. 

On a recent afternoon in leadership class, 
Spane checked in with several student 
committees to make sure they were pre-
pared for a “Surf’s Up” Hawaiian-themed 
school dance the following afternoon.

He asked students if they were ready with 
refreshments, ticket sales, posters, and 
school announcements.

As he does every day, Spane started the 
leadership class with “affi rmations.” He 
invited anyone who wanted to participate 
to share positive comments about others.

On this day, more than half a dozen 
students spoke up, thanking classmates 
for helping with the school dance, friends 
for helping them to understand a home-
work assignment, and Spane for having 
patience while they designed a Class of 
2014 T-shirt.

“That’s how Spane is,” said ASB Presi-
dent Bradley Tate. “He teaches us the 
importance of saying thank you. When we 
do an event, he has taught us to always 
send a thank you note to people who 
helped — from the D.J. to the chaper-
ones.” 

The ninth grader remembers how Spane 
was one of the fi rst teachers he met as he 
walked down the hallway as a new sev-
enth grader. “He was smiling and said ‘hi’ 
to me, just like he does with everybody,” 
Tate said. “He’s a great teacher, but he’s a 
really good person too.”

Spane started his teaching career at Aylen 
Junior High in 1982 working with stu-
dents in special education. He transferred 
to Puyallup High in 1989 then returned to 
Aylen Junior High fi ve years later to teach 
both special education and social stud-
ies. He has also taught math during some 
of those years and, in the past fi ve years, 
leadership.

While the staff has changed over the 
years, Spane has worked hard to preserve 
longtime traditions, such as the annual Fill 
the Bus food drive, spirit week, and Muf-

fi ns for Moms/Doughnuts for Dads early 
morning breakfasts to honor students’ 
parents.

“To me, kids may not always remember 
the test they took in a particular class, but 
they will remember an activity or event,” 
said Spane, a father of two Puyallup High 
graduates. “That’s why student activities 
are so important. The junior high experi-
ence is more than just academics.”

School spirit is evident in Spane’s leader-
ship classroom. The walls around his desk 
are covered in school colors and fi lled 
with Aylen Junior High memorabilia and 
photos, including several framed photos of 
this year’s ASB offi cers.

“He is a great example of fi nding what 
you love to do, then being spirited about 
it,” said ASB secretary Emma Miller. “At 
the start of the year, he teaches us there 
are two kinds of leaders: servant leaders, 
and other leaders. He puts a huge empha-
sis on being servant leaders and doing 
things for others rather than telling other 
people what to do.”

Over the years, Spane has helped students 
organize numerous relief efforts. The 
teens collected coins to help those stricken 
by the 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia, 
Hurricane Katrina a year later along the 
central Gulf Coast states, and the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti. 

continued from page 1

Teacher of the Year 
Tom Spane

They also raised money to help send an 
ambulance and police car, as well as Span-
ish and English dictionaries, to Mexico as 
part of a Mission to Mexico drive. 

“There’s no second thought about it,” 
Spane said. “You just do it because it’s the 
right thing to do.” 

One of Spane’s favorite service projects, 
he said, is the school’s annual Fill the Bus 
food drive. Students collect non-perish-
able food for one week at Aylen Junior 
High and at four neighboring elementary 
schools. The food is loaded on a school 
bus and taken to the Puyallup Elks Lodge 
for the food bank.

“Going to pick up the food at elementary 
schools is the greatest thing,” Spane said. 
“For example, when arriving at Waller 
Road Elementary School, the students are 
lined up in front of the school clapping 
for us as we arrive and shouting, ‘Fill the 
Bus!’ ‘Fill the Bus!’ Our kids are made to 
feel like rock stars.”

Spane said it is an honor to receive the 
Teacher of the Year award, but adds it 
refl ects the work of the entire Aylen Junior 
High staff. “This is a team award, not 
an individual award,” he said. “The staff 
here gets huge kudos — everyone from 
the teachers and administrators, to the 
paraeducators and support people. I love 
working here.”

Culinary Arts and DECA students landed 
top spots in national competitions this 
spring after showcasing their knowl-
edge and skills with students across the 
country.
 
A team of fi ve Puyallup High School 
culinary arts students placed fi fth in the 
nation in culinary skills at the National 
ProStart Invitational held April 29 
through May 1 in Kansas.
 
The national recognition came just 
several months after the same students, 
under the guidance of culinary arts teach-
er Karri Selby, claimed the Washington 
state championship in culinary skills.

Senior Taylor Thompson, junior Amanda 
Bradeen, and sophomores Casey Halifax, 
Rachel Shaffer, and Nick Fox teamed for 
both the state and national competitions. 

Culinary arts and DECA students 
place in national competitions

Fox attended as the team’s alternate. 

Emerald Ridge and Puyallup high school 
DECA students also took top national 
honors at the International Career Devel-
opment Conference (ICDC) held April 30 
through May 4 in Florida.
 
Emerald Ridge High seniors Kaitlyn 
Anderson and Brianne Wolfe took fourth 
place in the nation in Marketing Commu-
nication. They took fi rst place in state in 
this event.

Puyallup High seniors Lacey Morgan 
and Amber Ketchum won fi rst place in 
the Chapter Awards Project Event at the 
national conference.

Read more about the national competi-
tions and see photos of the winners on the 
Puyallup School District website.
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Secondary Teacher of the Year Tom Spane gets a standing ovation 
from colleagues after the news of his award is announced.



Emerald Ridge High teacher 
is CTE Educator of the Year
Randy Walden, a business and marketing 
teacher at Emerald Ridge High School, 
is this year’s Puyallup School District 
Career and Technical Education Educator 
of the Year. 
 
Mike Joyner, director of Career and Tech-
nical Education, announced the news and 
presented an engraved plaque to Walden 
during a surprise visit to his classroom.

Joyner also honored Walden during the 
May 9 Puyallup School Board meeting.

Recipients of the award exhibit “outstand-
ing knowledge, expertise, or exceptional 
achievement in their fi eld of study.”
 

Walden has been teaching in the Puyal-
lup School District since 1979. He taught 
the fi rst 21 years at Rogers High School 
and has spent the last 11 years at Emerald 
Ridge High School. 
 
Walden also is the DECA and student 
store adviser. Over the years, he has 
played an active role with DECA, both at 
the state and national levels.

“When we think about outstanding teach-
ers, I always think of those attributes you 
can’t teach,” Joyner said. “It’s energy, 
enthusiasm, and a love for the courses 
they teach. Randy Walden exemplifi es all 
of those qualities.”

Randy Walden, who has taught business and marketing classes for 32 
years, reviews cashiering and pricing with Emerald Ridge High student 
store managers (from left) Nick Peterson and Michael Hacker.
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            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Rogers grad returns to district as School Resource Offi cer
Mark Ketter considers himself a teacher, a 
counselor, a friend, and a police offi cer.

It’s not by accident that he lists police 
offi cer last. As the district’s newest School 
Resource Offi cer (SRO), Ketter wants to 
be known more as an educator than an 
enforcer, and as someone to trust rather 
than fear.

The 2000 Rogers High School graduate is 
the liaison between the school district and 
Puyallup Police Department for schools 
within Puyallup city limits.

The Pierce County Sheriff’s Offi ce has 
two other SROs assigned to schools 
within the county.

Ketter teaches students and employees 
about safety and other forms of preven-
tion, attends school assemblies and 
off-campus events and activities, works 
closely with campus security, responds 
to emergency situations, and investigates 
reports of students participating in illegal 
activity.

“He does a fabulous job relating to the 
kids,” said Kalles Junior High Principal 
Mario Casello. “He speaks to them in a 
way that is respectful and on their level, 
yet at the same time he delivers the mes-
sage from a law enforcement perspective 
that allows students to learn and grow.”

Ketter joined the Puyallup Police Depart-

ment six years ago and worked as a patrol 
offi cer before starting his SRO assignment 
last fall. 

Earlier this year, Ketter learned that he 
had been selected as the 2010 Offi cer of 
the Year. The honor earned him a spot in 
one of the lead cars in this year’s Daffodil 
Parade in Puyallup.

Ketter said he was moved to see commu-
nity members along the parade route stand 
up, and in some cases salute him, as he 
drove by.

The former student said he tries to connect 
daily with schools in his service area, 
which include both public and private 
schools. In this district, he serves Puyallup 
High, Aylen, Ferrucci, and Kalles junior 
highs, nine elementary schools, and the 
Summit Program at Sparks Stadium.

After spending years working with people 
who either break the law or are in sober-
ing situations, Ketter said it is a welcome 
change to walk into a school setting and 
be able to help students make the right 
choices.

“You go into an elementary classroom 
and you’re the coolest thing in the world,” 
he said. “Even in junior high and high 
school, you can still work with students 
and help teach them. I always say I have 
15,000-plus kids and only a handful of 
bad apples. Even then, I can sit down with 

a student and say, ‘This is where you went 
wrong. Where are you going to go in the 
future to change it?’”

Ketter grew up in Puyallup. He attended 
Pope Elementary from kindergarten 
through second grade, Hunt Elementary 
from third through sixth grade, and Stahl 
Junior High.

As a teenager, Ketter volunteered for the 

Puyallup Police Explorers and Pierce 
County Search and Rescue. He also 
played basketball in junior high, base-
ball during the summer, and golf in high 
school.

After graduation from Rogers High, he 
attended Pierce College for two years 
and spent one quarter at the University of 
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School Resource Offi cer Mark Ketter shares a laugh during lunch 
with Puyallup High students (from left) James Harris, Rob Ingram, 
and Joseph Crunkilton.

week, and then a student who lives up to 
the meaning of the word is selected as the 
WOW student of the week. The school 
plans to expand the program in fall to 
feature several students each week.

The four Ballou Junior High teachers who 
served on the lead team for the School to 
School program — Tamara Chipps, Troy 
Halfaday, Marcus Yoder, and Erath — agree 
that the school’s team-teaching approach to 
instruction is key to student success.

In team teaching, accordion walls sepa-
rating two classrooms are pulled open to 
create one large teaching space. The two 
teachers, one from each class, take turns 
leading lessons or providing individual 
help in the expanded classroom.

They also credit the instruction and sup-

port that students receive in the elementa-
ry schools they attended before coming to 
Ballou Junior High. “The incoming Ballou 
students come academically prepared for 
success because of the good work of our 
feeder schools,” Bates said. 

Another sign of success, said teacher 
Tamara Chipps, is 
the number of years 
teachers work at Ballou 
Junior High. Almost 
half of the teachers have 
taught at the school for 
a decade or more, she 
said, with many others 
just a few years behind 
them.

Lori Longo, principal of Kellogg Middle 
School, said the staff and students who 
toured Ballou Junior High were impressed 
by “the professionalism of the staff and 
their heart for teaching.”

The middle school has already begun to 
incorporate some of what they observed at 
Ballou Junior High.

Just as Ballou Junior High has posters, 
wristbands, and other reminders to spread 
the PRIDE message, Kellogg Middle 
School (home of the Knights) is develop-
ing a program around the word VALOR 
(Vision, Academics, Leadership, Original-
ity, and Respect).

“Building-wide, we are looking at how 
to engage kids in an active place where 
they want to come to school and succeed,” 
Longo said.

Ballou Junior High teachers and students 
who visited Kellogg Middle School also 
observed practices they want to emulate in 
Puyallup.

The team was particularly impressed, 
Bates said, with Kellogg Middle School’s 

focus on math and reading interventions 
during a 30-minute team tutorial class 
held daily opposite lunch time.

Ballou Junior High plans to structure 
a similar intervention program this fall 
targeted to students who are struggling in 
reading and math. The goal, Bates said, 
is to improve Measurement of Student 
Progress (MSP) scores by 5 percent next 
year among students who receive the 
extra help.

The school also plans to have a message 
about respect, as well as a quick fact about 
colleges related to topics such as tuition or 
scholarship information, on weekly video 
announcements.

“This was a great honor to be chosen for 
the School to School program,” Bates 
said. “I think the staff at Kellogg Middle 
School and our staff work really hard to 
create a climate where students succeed.”

continued from page 5
Ballou Junior High

Krista Bates



The Puyallup School District summer 
feeding program provides free cold 
lunches from July 5 through August 12 to 
anyone 18 years old or younger.

Nutritious brown bag lunches will be 
made available at designated times each 
weekday in covered play shed areas at 
the following six elementary schools: 
Firgrove, Karshner, Spinning, Stewart, 
Sunrise, and Wildwood (food delivery 
times are listed at the end of this article).

There will be a different meal for each of 
the fi ve weekdays, featuring items such 
as a sandwich, fresh fruit and vegetable, 
snack, and carton of milk. The menu will 
be repeated each week thereafter for all 
six weeks.

Menus are posted on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The six schools qualifi ed for the sum-
mer feeding program because they had 
50 percent or more of their students who 
qualifi ed for free or reduced-price lunches 
during the 2010-11 school year, said Judy 
Jackson, director of nutritional services 
and logistics support.

The brown bag lunches will be prepared 
at the district’s central kitchen, kept in a 
refrigerated unit on a Logistics Support 
Center delivery truck, and transported to 
the six feeding sites.

A Food and Nutrition Services employee 
will accompany the driver and hand out 
the lunches. Lunches are available to 
anyone 18 years old and younger, regard-
less of where they live. No identifi cation 
is required, Jackson said.

Summer feeding program July 5-August 12

Children participating in the program are 
asked to eat the lunches on site, either 
under the covered play area or picnic-style 
on adjoining grass areas, Jackson said.

Each of the six elementary school build-
ings, including restrooms, will be closed 
during the summer feeding program. 
Garbage cans will be set up at each of 
the six school feeding areas and emptied 
daily, she said.

The district agreed to host the summer 
food program for children due to the in-
crease in recent years of students eligible 
for free and reduced-price lunches.

“We are keeping this as basic as possible 
to reach the most kids we can in the high-
est need areas,” Jackson said.

The United States Department of Agricul-
ture provides the majority of the funding 
for the summer feeding program. About 
$20,000 is paid for by the district’s Food 
and Nutrition Services department, includ-
ing labor and overhead costs.

The district offered summer feeding 
programs in past years, most recently in 
2007. The programs were discontinued 
when none of the schools had 50 percent 
or more of the students eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals.

To locate other summer feeding programs 
in the area, including those offered by 
churches, parks, and community centers, 
call the Family Food Hotline at 1-888-
436-6392 or visit www.parent-help123.
org/resources/food-resources/summer-
meals.

Summer camps, church groups, or other 
community groups interested in bringing 
groups of children to the school district’s 
summer feeding sites or arranging to 
pick up lunches for their program should 
contact Robin Osborn, Logistics and Sec-
ondary Nutrition Programs Supervisor, at 
(253) 841-8773.

The Puyallup School District and United 
States Department of Agriculture are equal 
opportunity providers and employers.

Lunches will be distributed at the follow-
ing six schools and times:

Firgrove Elementary
13918 Meridian S.
10:15-10:25 a.m.

Sunrise Elementary
2323 39th Ave. S.E.
10:45-10:55 a.m.

Wildwood Elementary
1601 26th Ave. S.E.
11:10-11:20 a.m.

Spinning Elementary
1306 E. Pioneer
11:40-11:50 a.m.

Stewart Elementary
426 4th Ave. N.E.
12:05-12:15 p.m.

Karshner Elementary
1328 8th Ave. N.W.
12:35-12:45 p.m.

For more information, contact Osborn at 
(253) 841-8773.

Sunrise Elementary students Trey LaLonde and Natalie Mulliniks are 
among hundreds of students at the school who buy school lunch 
during the year. The school is one of six hosting a summer feeding 
program that starts July 5.

Edgerton Elementary School teacher 
Amanda Kraft  is the 2010 Community 
Vocational Service Award winner in the 
fi eld of education.

The Puyallup South Hill Rotary Club 
honored Kraft last month along with 
four other community leaders during a 
ceremony at Pierce College. 

Kraft is a Puyallup native who attended 
Spinning Elementary, Kalles Junior 
High, and Puyallup High schools. She 
continued her education at Central 
Washington University, Pacifi c Lutheran 
University, and Walden University.

This is Kraft’s ninth year of teaching. 
She worked at Firgrove Elementary 
for fi ve years and moved to Edgerton 
Elementary when it opened in 2007.

In addition to teaching fourth graders, 
Kraft is the school’s student council 
adviser, track coach, math relay coach, 

Edgerton Elementary teacher wins 
community vocational service award

and March Gladness coordinator. She is 
also the school’s assessment coordina-
tor with her husband and fellow teacher, 
Mike Kraft, and served as a math cadre 
team member for the last fi ve years, help-
ing to help align math curriculum to state 
standards.

“I believe that if I can reach students 
in the classroom and make connections 
beyond my walls, I will impact students 
in a way that will instill learning as a 
lifelong passion,” she said.

At a ceremony honoring the Rotary Club 
winners last month, Edgerton Elementary 
Principal Guy Kovacs called Kraft “a 
difference maker.”

“I can safely say that she does more for 
her students, for our school, and for our 
greater community than any other educa-
tor I have ever worked with,” Kovacs 
said. “Amanda inspires, she empowers, 
and she changes lives.”

Edgerton Elementary teacher Amanda Kraft works with fourth 
grader Michael Lee on a reading assignment.
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Washington before transferring to Cen-
tral Washington University. He earned 
his bachelor’s of science degree in law 
and justice. 

The 30-year-old, whose parents are both 
elementary teachers, said he particularly 
enjoys teaching in the classroom.

In elementary schools, Ketter gives 
stranger-danger talks and shares other 
age-appropriate safety tips. He also vis-
its school science fairs and, in March, 
wore a red-and-white-striped hat and 
read Dr. Seuss books to students on 
Read Across America Day.

“I’ll even go on the playground from 
time to time and shoot some hoops with 
students at recess,” he said. “Sometimes 
kids have a bad day and simply want to 
talk to me about it. They are kids, but 
they have real-world problems just like 
the rest of us.”

Ketter was invited to speak this year 
to students in Puyallup High School’s 
health classes about the dangers of drugs 
and alcohol. He has also been invited 
into government classes to address law 
topics such as search warrants, Miranda 
rights, and civil rights.

“I tell them this is what I have seen — 
this is the real world,” he said.

Before joining the Puyallup Police 
Department, Ketter worked one year 
with the Washington State Patrol. He 
was hired directly after college as an 
unarmed trooper cadet in Tacoma’s 
forensic crime lab.

In addition to being a guest speaker in 
classes or school assemblies, Ketter 
often drops by schools during lunch.

On a recent visit at Puyallup High, Ket-
ter walked from table to table, checking 
how students were doing. 

He shared laughs with members of 
the baseball team, received high fi ves 
from students in the special education 
program, many of whom refer to him as 
their friend, and talked with Puyallup 
Police Explorer Josh Thovsen, a junior 
eyeing a career in law enforcement.

Puyallup High senior Alissa Humbert 
said she feels safe having Ketter at the 
school. “If there is a problem, I know 
he’s here to intervene.”

Classmate Emily Bohnen added, “He 
fi ts in really well. He’s relaxed and 
mixes well with us.”

Puyallup High Principal Jason Smith 
describes Ketter as being someone who 
“commands authority, yet has the ability 
to relate to students. He genuinely cares 
about their well-being and their devel-
opment as young adults.”

Graduate profi le
continued from page 7

Bus schedules on 
website in August 
Bus schedules for the 2011-12 school 
year will be posted by the middle of 
August on the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click the Bus 
Schedules icon at the top of the page, 
and then click the name of the school 
for the bus times and routes.

Parents without Internet access may 
contact their child’s school for bus 
schedule information. School offi ces 
will be open the last week of August. 
For more information, contact the 
Transportation department at (253) 
841-8775.


